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Intent We study English as a way of communicating with the wider world. 
Our choices and interpretation of language allow us to see the world 
and understand each other better.  By studying language our 
students will be more aware of how they communicate,  how best to 
respond in various situations and to form and accurately express their 
opinions. 
 
At NEECA we offer a distinct KS3 and KS4 curriculum: 
KS3 offers the opportunity to fill skill gaps in skills and knowledge and 
to promote a wider appreciation for creative and informative reading 
and writing.  We study a variety of texts and produce creative and 
discursive writing.  Baseline assessments allow the teacher to work 
on gaps in skills and knowledge relevant to the English curriculum. 
KS3 students also have Lexia lessons to help improve their reading 
skills.  In year 9 we dip into some of the GCSE literature texts, this 
follows many of our feeder schools format, thus ensuring that when 
the student returns to mainstream they already have some 
knowledge and understanding of the GCSE literature texts. 
 
At KS4 we encourage students to look critically at the language they 
see and hear on a daily basis.  Students are also encouraged to take 
a wide range of language and literature techniques to apply to their 
own lives both in a creative and a real world situation.  Language 
skills are taught through the literature texts for GCSE ready students. 
It is expected that most students will sit both language and literature 
GCSEs.  Where a student is not GCSE ready, we will follow the entry 
level route aiming to increase their confidence and skills.  Where 
appropriate these students will then sit the language GCSE at the 
end of year 11. 

Implementation At Key Stage 3, students follow a programme of study which follows 
the National Curriculum in Reading, Writing, and Speaking and 
Listening. The work is approached in a thematic way and is designed 
to engage student interests as they develop their skills in the core 
areas. As a result of their learning experiences, students should be 
able to read and write with increasing confidence and enjoyment, as 
well as being able to engage in discussion in a thoughtful way. 
 
At KS4, as a destination AP for the local area, we offer a GCSE 
literature and language pathway and a language only pathway.  The 
language only students follow the AQA Step Up Entry Level 
qualification before moving onto language GCSE skills.   It is our 
expectation that all students will sit the English Language GCSE in 
the summer of year 11. 

Impact At KS3, students return to mainstream school with a greater 
understanding of the skills needed to succeed in a mainstream 



English classroom. 
 
At KS4, students leave with the qualifications that accurately reflect 
their abilities in English to colleges and future employers. 

Accreditations AQA English Language GCSE 
AQA English Literature GCSE 
AQA English Step Up (silver - EL2 and gold - EL3) 
 

Enrichment 
Opportunities 

Theatre trips 
Theatre groups in school 
Writing Competitions 
Museum/places of interest 

Safeguarding We encourage students to be careful with their language choices in 
order to establish a safe and respectful environment.  All students are 
given the tools to accurately explain their emotional and mental 
well-being which in turn allows the school to better cater to their 
specific needs. 

 


